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General Description

Town Farm Wildlife Management Area
(WMA) is a 530-acre parcel owned by the State of
Vermont and managed by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife
Department. Itis located in the town of Shrewsbury 6 miles
southeast of Rutland.

Town Farm WMA can be accessed from the end of
Lottery Road which the town of Shrewsbury maintains year-
round.

History

Town Farm WMA became Vermont Fish & Wildlife
Department’s 100th Wildlife Management Area when it was
acquired in 2020. Funding for the acquisition came from
Pitman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Funds, Habitat
Stamp Funds and donations spearheaded by the
Shrewsbury Conservation Commission and through other
conservation organizations. This property was once the
Shrewsbury Town Farm. Historical evidence of past
agriculture use can be seen throughout the WMA including
many stone walls and a large stone foundation where the
barn once stood just off Lottery Road.
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Habitat Features

The property is an essential part of a habitat network
that extends throughout the northeast, providing important
connectivity for animals that maintain large home ranges. It
represents an important regional wildlife corridor of
unfragmented forest that serves as a bridge to conserved
lands to the south and Jeffords, Aitken, Coolidge State
Forests to the north.

There are small wetlands and a vernal pool on the
parcel, which provides important habitat to several types of
amphibians and numerous other species.

The land includes an early succession forest, a habitat
rich in support of grouse, woodcock, rabbit, and fox. It also
includes an unusual stand of dry oak forest, with red oak,
hickory, hophornbeam, and butternut trees. The oak and
beech stands on the WMA provide an important fall food
source for bear, deer and turkey.

Common Fish and Wildlife
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Mammals This parcel is part of a significant wildlife
corridor for large-ranging species such as bear, moose, deer,
and bobcat which connects the Taconic Mountain and the
Green Mountain Range.

Birds The diversity of forest types and age classes on the
WMA provide a variety of habitats for birds. Ruffed grouse
and woodcock are found in the young forest habitat while
wild turkeys are more commonly found in the mature
forest.

Reptiles and Amphibians Visitors may find
northern dusky and northern two-lined salamanders in the
stream and red-backed salamanders in the upland forest.
Additionally, wood frogs and spotted salamanders may be
encountered in the wetlands.

Fish There are no fishable waters on the WMA.

Town Farm WMA is open to regulated hunting, trapping, hiking and wildlife viewing.
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