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Clarendon Gorge WMA is open to regulated hunting, trapping, fishing, hiking and wildlife viewing. 

 General Description  
Clarendon Gorge Wildlife Management 

Area (WMA) is a 55-acre parcel of land owned by 
the State of Vermont and managed by the Vermont Fish & 
Wildlife Department.  It is located in the southcentral 
Vermont town of Shrewsbury in Rutland County.   

The property is accessed from a National Park 
Service parking lot on Route 103, which serves as a trailhead 
to a very popular section of the Appalachian Trail and Long 
Trail which bisects the area.  
 

History  
The area was formerly owned by Central Vermont 

Public Service, and purchased in 1970 using federal Bureau 
of Recreations funds. 

 

Habitat Features  
The Clarendon Gorge parcel lies in the Otter Creek 

watershed and has significant frontage along the Mill River. 
The forested area contains some deer wintering habitat 
associated with softwood cover found in the southcentral 
portion of the area. The Gorge formed by the Mill River in 
this area is of statewide botanical significance due to its 
exemplary diversity of some 50-60 moss and liverwort 
species growing along the rock-walled gorge. 
 

Common Fish and Wildlife  
 
Mammals  White-tailed deer are common on the 
area, and black bear may be found on this riverfront land.  
More secretive predators, such as fisher, fox, coyote, and 
mink, are difficult to observe, but their tracks and signs can 
be spotted by skilled observers. 
 
Birds  Pockets of dense thickets in the deciduous forest 
provide habitat for ruffed grouse and American woodcock. 
The variety of deciduous forest and conifer woodlands are 
home to many songbird species and raptors. 
 
Reptiles and Amphibians  An assortment of 
reptiles/amphibians may be found here as well including 
two-lined, spring and red-backed salamanders, and various 
frog species, along with garter snakes, red-bellied and 
milksnakes. 
 
Fish Over 4,000 feet of frontage along the Mill River 
supports an easily accessible fishery for both native and 
stocked trout. The rock walls of Clarendon Gorge keep the 
Mill River in deep shade, providing cold water habitat for 
native brook trout. 
 
 

Clarendon Gorge Wildlife Management Area 

Photo by Joel Flewelling, VT FWD 
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This map is intended as a general guide to the location and configuration of the wildlife management areas. It is not based upon
certified parcel survey maps and should not be used for any legal purposes, including boundary locations, road classification, or
deed research. No warranty by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department as to the accuracy of the maps is expressed or implied.
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